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often remarked that my true work in England lies outside the
Conference, not in the Conference. In my few public speeches I
have not hesitated to throw out a hint that no work was being
done in the Conference, that it was marking time and that the
precious time of those who had come from India and those who
were representing British interests in the Conference was being
wasted. That being my opinion, I cannot be too insistent that
responsible leaders of public opinion in the British Isles should
inform themselves of the true nature of the struggle that Indians
are carrying on against heavy odds. For, unless you understand
the true nature and the1 inner meaning of this struggle, you will
not be able to bring effective pressure to bear on those who are
conducting the affairs of the State here.

I know enough of the composition of this meeting to know
that you are all earnest seekers after truth and anxious to do the
right, not only especially with regard to this, but any cause that
deserves the assistance of human beings. And if you will approach
this question from this standpoint, it is just likely that the deli-
berations of the Round Table Conference might prove fruitful.

One of the questions that were put to Gandhiji at the end of his speech
was whether settlement was not made impossible by Indian representatives
not agreeing among themselves on the communal question. Gandhiji9 while
emphatically repudiating the suggestion, said:

I know you have been taught to think like that. You cannot
shake off the spell of that hypnotic suggestion. My case is that
alien rulers have ruled India on the principle of "Divide and
Rule". No alien Imperial rule could go on in India unless the
rulers now coquetted with one and then with the other party. We
will continue to be divided so long as the wedge of foreign rule
remains there, and sinks deeper and deeper. That is the way
of the wedge. But take out the wedge and the split parts will in-
stantly come together and unite. Again, the attainment of unity
has been rendered a task of Herculean difficulty by the compo-
sition of the Conference itself, as all the Delegates here are nomi-
nated, none of them is duly elected. If, for instance, the
Nationalist Muslims had been asked to elect their representative,
it would have been Dr. Ansari. Lastly, we should not forget that
even if the present Delegates had been elected, they would have
acted with a better sense of responsibility. We, on the other hand,
are here on the sufferance of the British Prime Minister. We are

1 The source has "its".